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How is the transmission line protected against fires once energized? 
The transmission line will be constructed with static wires and lightning protection equipment.  The Public Utility 
Commission of Texas (PUCT) requires utilities to consider fire prevention in construction and operation of facilities 
consistent with Good Utility Practice. 

Where will the transmission tower materials be sourced? 
The steel for the transmission towers will be acquired from approved vendors consistent with all applicable 
Texas state laws. 

What environmental impacts has CPS Energy gathered? 
CPS Energy, and their consultant, POWER Engineers, have, and continue to, gather significant information regarding 
potential environmental impacts of the proposed project in consultation with federal and state agencies and from 
information obtained from landowners and other interested parties. The application that will be filed at the PUCT will 
measure and assess, to the extent possible, potential impacts of proposed route segments on environmental integrity. 

How are the potential impacts to tourism, the environment, and livelihoods considered and incorporated in 
this process? 
Among the statutory factors that the PUCT is required to consider when evaluating a proposed transmission line is 
the potential impact on Community Values and Environmental Integrity.  CPS Energy has heard significant input from 
elected officials and the public regarding the potential impact to both the environment and tourism from the proposed 
project.  The preliminary route segments are being evaluated based on such input.  In the application that is filed with 
the PUCT, CPS Energy anticipates there will be route alternatives that have less impact on tourism considerations and 
environmentally sensitive areas.  The application filed at the PUCT will address Community Values and Environmental 
Integrity with respect to the routes that are included.  The utilities recommend parties interested and concerned about 
such issues consider the routes that are included in the application and continue to express their views and preferences 
during the application process at the PUCT.  

What is the full list of criteria that the PUCT requires for evaluating route segments? 
In preparing an application to the PUCT for a new transmission line, CPS Energy considers the criteria established in PURA 
Sec. 37.056(c)(4); 16 Tex. Admin. Code Sec. 25.101(b)(3)(B); the PUCT application form; issues commonly included for 
consideration in the PUCT’s preliminary orders for transmission projects (e.g., adequate number of geographically diverse 
route alternatives); and other precedent of the PUCT.  The Open House exhibits on the CPS Energy website list the specific 
measurable objective data that will be included in the application. 

What are the health effects of Electric and Magnetic Fields (EMF)? 
CPS Energy’s website includes helpful information about transmission lines and electric and magnetic fields, also referred 
to as “EMF”. As that information indicates, research has not shown any causal relationship between EMF exposure and 
cancer, or other adverse health effects. Per the PUCT’s rules, CPS Energy will adhere to the PUCT’s policy of prudent 
avoidance in the routing of the proposed transmission line project. 

I am concerned that plants will not grow, and livestock will not graze underneath the transmission lines, and the 
potential impacts to migratory birds and deer populations. 
CPS Energy is not aware of any transmission lines (including 765 kV lines that have been operating for decades in other 
parts of the United States and around the world) negatively impacting the growth of plants, livestock, or wildlife (e.g., 
deer) populations. The PUCT’s order approving transmission line projects commonly includes requirements to protect 
against avian collisions with power lines. 

What is the benefit of the proposed transmission line project to my community? 



All electric consumers in the Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) region of Texas will benefit from less constrained 
generation resources (which impacts wholesale power prices) and increased reliability. 

Why doesn’t the route follow an established highway? 
16 Tex. Admin. Code Sec. 25.101 requires CPS Energy to consider routes parallel to existing corridors such as transmission 
lines and roadways.  Oftentimes, roadways have significant residential and commercial structures nearby making 
paralleling unfeasible for a large project such as this. 

What is CPS Energy’s oak wilt mitigation strategies? If CPS Energy contribute to the spread of oak wilt, will 
landowners be compensated? 
CPS Energy utilizes best tree trimming practices and requires such practices of its contractors, including oak wilt 
suppression procedures. Although not expected to occur, to the extent a concern is raised by landowners regarding oak 
wilt from CPS Energy’s actions, CPS Energy will evaluate submitted claims to determine if it is responsible for damage. 

Can you feel static electricity directly under the transmission line? 
In some instances, and depending on certain environmental conditions, individuals report that they can feel static 
electricity when standing within the right of way directly under the line.  

Wouldn’t a better solution be to create more power generation in the Permian Basin, rather than investing in new 
transmission lines?  
In response to the direction of the Legislature in considering the reliability of the Permian Basin region, ERCOT evaluated 
existing and potential generation resources throughout the Permian Basin and throughout all of ERCOT and presented 
the PUCT with several options to improve reliability.  This project is one of several projects that the PUCT approved in 
April of 2025 to address the evaluated reliability concerns. 

Is the timeline for this transmission line project expedited? 
Because of the critical need for this project, CPS Energy has been asked to develop an appropriate application for the 
project under a reasonable schedule. An application is anticipated to be filed at the PUCT in February 2026 along with 
notifying directly affected landowners and other required entities. A complete, anticipated timeline of the project can be 
found on the CPS Energy website. The administrative process at the Commission for evaluation of the proposed project 
will follow the same administrative process required by the Legislature for the processing of any transmission 
line application. 
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