
 

 
  

    

  

   

 

    

 

         

        

        

     

       

       

       

  

 

      

        

       

         

         

   

 

        

  

       

     

        

       

       

       

      

     

            

      

        

     

    

         

          

         

 

The Honorable Chip Roy 
Texas Congressional District 21 
103 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515-4321 

Dear Congressman Roy, 

Thank you for writing to CPS Energy and AEP Texas regarding the proposed Howard-

Solstice Transmission Line Project and sharing concerns from your constituents. CPS 
Energy is the nation’s largest community-owned provider of electric and natural gas 
services and provides services to customers in San Antonio and portions of seven 
adjoining counties. AEP Texas is a regulated electric utility responsible for the 
transmission and distribution of electricity across a 97,000 square-mile territory in south 

and west Texas. AEP Texas provides services to over one million homes and 
businesses. 

CPS Energy and AEP Texas welcome the opportunity to share additional information 

with your office regarding the project and continue relationships as trusted and reliable 

community partners. On September 29, 2025, representatives of CPS Energy and AEP 
Texas met with your staff to discuss the project and answer questions. In addition, 
responses to the questions raised in your September 22, 2025, letters to CPS Energy 

and AEP Texas are provided below. 

1. For what purpose is the proposal of transmission line routes through the 
Hill Country? 
• The Howard-Solstice Transmission Line Project was approved as part of the 

Permian Basin Reliability Plan that was prescribed by the Texas Legislature 

in 2023 through House Bill 5066. The bill required the Public Utility 

Commission of Texas (PUCT) to ensure adequate transmission capacity for 

the rapidly growing Permian Basin, which comes from oil and gas 
development and other customer classes. As part of a larger Electric 

Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) proposal, the PUCT ordered CPS 
Energy and AEP Texas to construct the Howard-Solstice Transmission Line 
Project as one of three 765 kV lines to be built. The new transmission line will 
connect CPS Energy’s Howard Road Station, located in the southwest San 

Antonio area, with the AEP Texas Solstice Station near Fort Stockton in 

Pecos County. The proposed line route is approximately 370 miles in total 
length. The current proposed preliminary route segments traverse parts of 

14 Texas counties between Bexar and Pecos counties. The other 765 kV 
lines ordered to be developed by the PUCT will extend from the Permian 
Basin region to south of the DFW metroplex and north of Austin. 



 

 
        

        

 

       

       

          

            

         

      

    

          

      

      

      

       

         

        

           

          

         

          

 

        

      

       

     

      

         

 

      

       

      

     

   

       

       

 

          

    

        

     

      

          

2. How many people came to the open houses hosted in early August? Does 

your organization plan on holding any open houses in Real County or 

Bandera County? 
• CPS Energy and AEP Texas held four open houses seeking public input on 

the Howard-Solstice Transmission Line Project. All landowners (according to 
the county tax rolls) within 500 feet of each proposed preliminary route 
segment were mailed notices inviting them to any of the four open houses. 
Notice of the open houses was also published in the weeks preceding the 
open houses in newspapers of general circulation in every county where a 
preliminary route segment was proposed. 

• The open house in Atascosa was held on Monday, August 4, 2025, from 5:30 
PM to 7:30 PM. 138 individuals signed in as attendees at that open house. 

The open house in Uvalde was held on Tuesday, August 5, 2025, from 5:30 

PM to 7:30 PM. 193 individuals signed in as attendees at that open house. 

The open house in Del Rio was held on Wednesday, August 6, 2025, from 
4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 87 individuals signed in as attendees at that open 
house. Lastly, the open house in Fort Stockton was held on Thursday, August 

7, 2025, from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 52 individuals signed in as attendees at 
that open house. These numbers reflect those individuals who signed in at 
each open house, however, there were more persons present that elected not 
to sign in. CPS Energy and AEP Texas do not plan on holding additional open 

houses. 
• In addition to the open houses, formal public presentations regarding the 

project were made by utility representatives to the Bandera, Medina, Real, 
and Uvalde County Commissioners’ Courts. Other meetings were held with 

several other municipalities, county officials, and community groups. 
Additionally, hundreds of telephone meetings and email exchanges have 

occurred with persons and groups interested in the project. 

3. Real County and Bandera County have both passed resolutions opposing 
the proposed transmission line routes that would pass through their 

counties. Have you, or anyone from your organization been in 
communication with officials from either Bandera County or Real County? 

If so, who? 
• Public presentations were made by utility representatives to the Bandera and 

Real County Commissioners’ Courts on September 4 and 29, respectively. 

4. Why do none of the proposals include a proposal to build along the already 
existing I-10 transmission corridor? 
• There are over 230 potential preliminary route links proposed for the 

Howard-Solstice Transmission Line Project at this time. The preliminary 

route links were developed in accordance with established statutory and 

regulatory criteria of the PUCT to evaluate routing for proposed transmission 



 

 
        

       

        

 

          

        

   

    

       

      

       

         

   

        

      

         

 

         

   

     

        

     

  

       

         

     

         

    

       

       

           

        

         

        

    

 

         

      

       

         

       

        

line projects. CPS Energy and AEP Texas are currently evaluating thousands 

of public comments regarding the location of the preliminary route segments 

in developing an application to the PUCT for the project. 

5. Do you anticipate the invocation of eminent domain for this project? If so, 
have there been any estimates done on how many private property owners 
will be affected? 
• Eminent domain authority is available to CPS Energy and AEP Texas to 

acquire private property rights for public use. However, it is only used as a 

last resort. For the route ultimately approved by the PUCT, if eminent domain 

is necessary, landowners will be presented with the State of Texas 

Landowner’s Bill of Rights, and CPS Energy and AEP Texas will follow the 
process established through the Texas courts to ensure landowner rights are 

considered. CPS Energy and AEP Texas will evaluate property value using 
industry-standard practices and offer landowners fair market value for 
property rights needed to construct and operate the proposed facilities. 

6. Are any of the proposed routes adjacent to or intersect with any existing or 
planned conservation easements? 
• There are many conservation easements of a variety of forms involving 

various beneficial interests throughout the study area for the proposed 
Howard-Solstice Transmission Line Project. CPS Energy and AEP Texas are 

working with publicly available resources, conservation groups, and 

landowners to identify conservation easements in the study area and 

understand their location and terms, and how such easements might be 
impacted by the project. 

• The application presented by the utilities to the PUCT for the project will 
include a voluminous environmental assessment and routing study evaluating 
all potential impacts of the proposed transmission line routes on 
environmental integrity, including conservation easements. 

• Following PUCT approval of a route for the proposed project, CPS Energy 
and AEP Texas will conduct any additional studies required by federal and 
state law and as ordered by the PUCT to mitigate impact to endangered 
wildlife and plant species to the extent any such impacts are implicated by the 
construction of the project. 

7. Have any assessments been conducted on how this proposal will impact 

the ecosystems of Real County or Bandera County? 
• CPS Energy and AEP Texas have engaged POWER Engineers, Inc. to 

perform an environmental assessment and the routing study for the project. 
POWER’s voluminous report and data will be included in the application filed 
by the utilities seeking approval by the PUCT to construct, own, and operate 



 

 
      

  

 

          

            

         

          

            

        

   

 

           

             

  

         

        

          

         

    

 

       

         

     

 

       

        

   

 

 

  

 

 

     

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

the project. CPS Energy and AEP Texas currently anticipate filing the 
application in February 2026. 

8. Has your organization already, or does it have any plans to apply for tax 
credits, funding, loans, or other forms of support from, 1) the U.S. federal 
government; 2) the State of Texas, or 3) local governments? 
• Neither CPS Energy nor AEP Texas currently plans on applying for any tax 

credits, funding, loans, or other support from the U.S. federal government, the 
State of Texas, or local governments for the Howard-Solstice Transmission 
Line Project. 

9. What is the total estimated footprint of the project? Please include, 1) how 
many acres will be required, and 2) the total height for the poles of the 

transmission line. 
• The anticipated easement for this project is 200 feet wide, 100 feet on each 

side of the centerline. The proposed 765 kV transmission lines will be a three-

phase, single-circuit line built on lattice steel towers of varying heights, based 
on terrain and other features. Other types of structures may be used when 

the circumstances warrant. 

CPS Energy and AEP Texas are proud to serve our communities as fellow Texans and 
neighbors. If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact the 
CPS Energy or AEP Texas teams. 

We will proactively keep your office informed throughout the project with important 
updates. Additionally, we welcome your constituents to visit CPS Energy and AEP Texas’ 

respective project sites. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Antonio DeMendonca 
S&T Regulatory Support Project Manager 
CPS Energy 

Chad D Tomanec 
Regulatory Consultant Staff 
AEP Texas 

https://www.cpsenergy.com/en/about-us/new-infrastructure/howard-solstice-transmission.html
https://www.aeptransmission.com/texas/howard-solstice/



