
 
 

Howard Road – Solstice 765-kV 
Transmission Line Project 
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Project Overview 

• In 2023, the Texas Legislature 
(HB 5066) required the Public 
Utility Commission of Texas 
(PUC) to develop a reliability 
plan for the Permian Basin 
Region 

• In addition to numerous “local” 
transmission line projects in the 
Permian Basin Region, on April 
24, 2025, the PUC approved the 
development of three 765-kV 
import path corridors 
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765-kV Transmission 

• Prior to this project, the largest 
transmission lines in Texas were 
primarily 345-kV (with limited 
500-kV lines in East Texas along 
with a proposed 500-kV project 
under development in East Texas) 

• 765-kV transmission exists in 
other areas of the US 

Typical 765 kV structures 
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765-kV Transmission 

• The proposed 765-kV transmission lines will 
be single-circuit lines built on lattice steel 
towers of varying heights (based on terrain 
and other features) 

• The lines will be built within approximately 
200-foot-wide rights of way 
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Import Path 3 – Howard Road to Solstice 

• Import Path 3 of the Permian 
Basin Reliability Plan for 765-kV 
projects is the Howard Road to 
Solstice project that is being 
jointly developed by CPS Energy 
and AEP Texas 

• The length of the transmission 
line will be approximately 370 
miles long 

• CPS Energy will own and operate 
the eastern half of the project 
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Preliminary Segment Study 

• CPS Energy and AEP Texas engaged 
POWER Engineers (POWER) to 
perform a routing study and 
environmental assessment for the 
project 

• Using input from federal and state 
agencies, aerial photography, and 
visual inspection from public rights 
of way, POWER identified 
preliminary segments for the 
project Project Study Area 
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Preliminary Segments 
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Public Outreach 

• The Preliminary Segments were presented to the public at 
open house meetings held in Atascosa (Aug 4); Uvalde (Aug 
5); Del Rio (Aug 6); and Fort Stockton (Aug 7) 

• The open house information is available at 
https://www.cpsenergy.com/en/about-us/new-
infrastructure/howard-solstice-transmission.html 

• CPS Energy and AEP Texas have requested the public 
provide any input they may have on the proposed project 
and the preliminary routes by September 3, 2025 

• Input regarding the study area, the preliminary segments, 
and potential project impacts has been received from 
numerous federal, state, local agencies and officials 

• Hundreds of public comments have been received 8 
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PUC Application 

• In February 2026, CPS Energy and AEP Texas anticipate filing an application to 
construct and operate the project 

• The application will include responses to the PUC’s certificate of convenience 
and necessity (CCN) application form and POWER’s environmental 
assessment and routing study 

• Utilities are required to provide the PUC with an adequate number of 
geographically diverse route alternatives from which the PUC can select the 
final route 

• The application will propose many potential alternative routes identified from 
the data collected during the preparation of the environmental assessment 
and routing study and feedback received during and after the public 
participation meetings 
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Application Filing Notice 

• Notice of the application filing will be mailed to all landowners whose 
property is crossed by an alternative route or contains a habitable structure 
within 500 feet of an alternative route (based on the county tax rolls) 

• Public notice of the application filing will be published in newspapers of 
general circulation within the counties crossed by alternative routes the week 
after the application is filed 

• Notice of the filing will also be provided to other parties, including county 
officials of the counties crossed by potential routes, municipalities and other 
utilities within five miles of a proposed route, Texas Parks & Wildlife, the 
Office of Public Utility Counsel, the Department of Defense Siting 
Clearinghouse, and numerous other potentially interested federal, state, and 
local agencies and officials 
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Participation at the PUC 

• After the application is filed, interested persons will have 
30 days to request to intervene in the PUC’s CCN process 

• The PUC will refer the application to the State Office of 
Administrative Hearings (SOAH) for processing by an 
Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) 

• In the SOAH proceeding, intervening parties may file direct 
testimony, request information from CPS Energy and AEP 
Texas during the discovery period, and cross-examine 
utility witnesses during the administrative hearing 

• Following the hearing and briefing by the parties, the 
SOAH ALJ will issue a written Proposal for Decision (PFD) to 
the PUC regarding which route should be approved for the 
project 
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PUC Decision 

• The PUC will review the SOAH ALJ’s recommendation and 
will consider whether to approve the project and the route 
on which it will be constructed 

• Interested parties are often provided an opportunity to
address the PUC prior to the PUC’s decision at an open 
meeting in Austin, Texas 

• It is anticipated the PUC will consider the project 
application in September or October 2026 

• It is this Commission's decision that will determine the 
physical location where the transmission line will be built. 
If the Commission approves the project, CPS Energy and 
AEP Texas will begin contacting landowners crossed by the 
approved route to acquire the necessary right-of-way 
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Construction 

• Following right of way acquisition, survey, and engineering design, it is 
anticipated construction will begin in 2028 

• The project is currently anticipated to be in energized and in service by the 
end of 2030 
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