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Aug 11, 2016
San Antonio City Council adopted SA 

Tomorrow Sustainability Plan that 
identified strategies to develop a Climate 

Action and Adaption Plans.

June 22, 2017
San Antonio City Council approved a resolution in 

support of the Paris Climate Agreement and the 
Mayor’s National Climate Action Agenda.

Nov 30, 2017
San Antonio City Council 
approves an agreement to 
develop a Climate Action 

and Adaptation Plan.

Policy Direction
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https://climate.nasa.gov/scientific-consensus/
http://www.opr.ca.gov/facts/list-of-scientific-organizations.html

American Academy of Pediatrics
American Anthropological Association

American Association for the Advancement of Science
American Association of State Climatologists (AASC)

American Association of Wildlife Veterinarians
American Astronomical Society

American Chemical Society
American College of Preventive Medicine

American Fisheries Society
American Geophysical Union

American Institute of Biological Sciences
American Institute of Physics

American Medical Association
American Meteorological Society

American Physical Society
American Public Health Association
American Quaternary Association
American Society for Microbiology

American Society of Agronomy
American Society of Civil Engineers
American Society of Plant Biologists

American Statistical Association

Scientific Consensus: Earth's Climate is Warming

https://climate.nasa.gov/scientific-consensus/
http://www.opr.ca.gov/facts/list-of-scientific-organizations.html


Climate change is impacting us daily
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Hurricane Harvey was fueled 
by record heat 
in the Gulf of Mexico.

San Antonio hail storm called 
costliest in Texas history with 
nearly $1.4 billion in losses.

We are experiencing more 
than just higher temperatures



COST OF LIVING

PUBLIC SAFETY

PUBLIC & COMMUNITY HEALTH 

LIVELIHOOD & WELL BEING

Respiratory illness from unhealthy air quality
Increased vector-borne diseases

Greater risk of heat stress, heat stroke, etc.

Greater impact on low-income residents, young, 
and old: populations less likely to own homes or 
have health insurance

Reduced food options due to drought 
and heat

Property damage from severe weather events

Decreased water access and quality

More traffic and higher transportation costs

Fewer, less stable jobs from climate 
and resource uncertainty

Higher heating and cooling bills

How will you be affected?



Cost-Benefit Analysis: Cost of Doing Nothing
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Worldwide Threat Assessment

Environment and Climate Change:

“Global environmental and ecological
degradation, as well as climate change, are
likely to fuel competition for resources, economic
distress, and social discontent through 2019
and beyond. Climate hazards such as extreme
weather, higher temperatures, droughts, floods,
wildfires, storms, sea level rise, soil degradation,
and acidifying oceans are intensifying,
threatening infrastructure, health, and water and
food security. Irreversible damage to ecosystems
and habitats will undermine the economic
benefits they provide, worsened by air, soil,
water, and marine pollution.”



We are creating a Plan 
for our future

Understanding the 
ways our CLIMATE
is changing

Taking ACTION
to reduce our carbon 
emissions

Develop strategies to 
ADAPT to a warming 
planet

Creating a 
PLAN to guide 
our efforts

C A

A P



CAAP Public Draft

Plan Contents:

• Message from the Mayor

• Our City, Our Plan

• Introduction

• Grounding the Response: Climate Equity

• The Challenge and Response

• Mitigation

• Adaptation

• Implementation 

• Appendix / Methodology





The Carbon Neutral Pathway

Carbon Neutral:
Having or resulting in no net 
addition of carbon dioxide
to the atmosphere.

Paris Climate Agreement:
An international commitment
to limit global temperature
increase to well below 2
degrees Celsius (3.6°F) with
a goal of limiting global
temperature increase to 1.5
degrees Celsius (2.7°F).



Mitigation Framework

• How Will San Antonio Reduce 
GHG Emissions?

• San Antonio’s Path to 
Carbon Neutrality

• Community & Municipal 
Mitigation Strategies:

1) Increase Carbon-Free Energy

2) Reduce Building Energy Consumption

3) Reduce Transportation Energy Consumption

4) Increase Circularity

5) Promote Biodiversity and Healthy Ecosystems

6) Educate & Enable

• 28 Community Strategies

• 13 Municipal Strategies



Adaptation Framework

• Climate Risks

• Expected Impacts from Climate Change

• Why Adapt? 

• The Cost of Doing Nothing

• Adaptation Strategies:
1) Increase Infrastructure Resilience

2) Strengthen Public Health Systems

3) Enhance Emergency Management and Community 
Preparedness

4) Promote, Restore, and Protect 
Green Infrastructure and Ecosystems

5) Protect Local Food Security

6) Increase Resiliency Awareness and Outreach

7) Ensure Equity in Adaptation 

• 45 Community & Municipal Strategies



View the Plan and 
Provide Feedback

View the plan and learn more by 
visiting saclimateready.org

Take our survey by visiting 
saclimateready.org/take-our-survey/

Provide feedback by:
• Visiting saclimateready.org
• Emailing: sustainability@sanantonio.gov
• Mailing: 1400 S. Flores Unit #2

San Antonio, TX 78204
• Commenting today!

Schedule a Presentation by emailing 
christopher.wilcut@sanantonio.gov



Timeline
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•Public Release of the Draft Plan & Open Comment 
Period

1/25/19

•30-day Public Comment Period Closes – Will 
BE EXTENDED

2/24/19

•Planning Commission Work Session2/27/19

•Planning Commission3/13/19

•Steering Committee/Public Meeting3/20/19

•Community Health & Equity Committee  Briefing3/26/19

•B-Session 4/3/19

•A-Session4/11/19



SA Climate Ready Takeaways
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• Stresses clean energy, energy efficiency, mobility options, vehicle 
electrification, reduced waste production, and sustainable development.

• Is about clean air, good jobs, transportation choices, clean and secure 
energy, emergency preparedness, and current and long-term quality of life.

• Our GHG Emissions have fallen 10% between 2014 and 2016.

• SA Climate Ready only provides a general framework and pathway; prior to 
strategy implementation, additional stakeholder engagement, and evaluation 
around process, costs, benefits, and potential barriers and opportunities will 
occur. 



Plant a drought-resistant yard

Bike or walk to work 
and school

Teach your kids skills
for a sustainable, healthy life
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Mitigation

Reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions through 
everyday behaviors and 
policies.

Adaptation

Responding to climate 
change by developing 
practices that ease the 
effects of global 
warming. 

Resilience

Anticipating, preparing 
for, and flourishing in a 
changing climate. 

Let’s Get Climate Ready!



Thank You!  
Douglas Melnick, AICP, CNU-A, ISSP-SA

Chief Sustainability Officer
Office of Sustainability


